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1   Executive Summary

This neighbourhood plan for Roman Road Bow was created in collaboration with 
the Roman Road Bow Neighborhood Forum, with the aim to deliver the Forum’s 
aspirations for enhanced green spaces and improved connectivity within the 
neighbourhood and in relation to the surrounding areas.

As a consultancy, we worked with the Forum and attended a number of meetings 
organised by the steering committee and community groups to understand the 
local needs and goals. This plan presents our extensive analysis of the area and 
the wider policy context in relation to neighbourhood planning. Our community 
engagement and research methodology aims to deliver a holistic understanding of 
Roman Road Bow to lay the groundwork for a robust spatial plan.

Our neighbourhood plan presents a strategic spatial vision on the theme of green 
spaces and connectivity. We identify six site-specific modes of intervention and 
the policy framework required for effective implementation. The governance 
mechanism is also provided for the delivery of the plan.

We are grateful for the assistance and encouragement provided by the Roman Road 
Bow Neighbourhood Forum in preparing this plan.
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2 Introduction

Since the establishment of the Localism Act 2011, new 
rights were given to communities including the ability 
to produce a Neighbourhood Plan. As a result of this 
change, the application to designate Roman Road Bow 
Neighbourhood Forum (RRBNF) was approved on 16 
August 2017 by the London Borough of Tower Hamlets.

RRBNF grew out of the activities of the Roman Road Trust 
(RRT) which has been working in the area since 2013.
The neighbourhood planning application to Tower 
Hamlets council of April 2017 states that the Forum has 
250 members and provides extensive evidence of their 
efforts in engagement and consultation with residents, 
business and community groups.
 
The purpose of the Forum is to promote and improve 
the social, economic and environmental well-being of 
its residents and businesses. In particular, the Forum will 
focus on improving the green spaces and enhancing 
connectivity for pedestrians and cyclists within Roman 
Road Bow (RRB) and in relation to the wider London 
context. In order to achieve these goals, this plan aims 
to deliver the local needs and aspirations of the RRB 
community and act as a guidance for future developments 
and investments in this neighbourhood area.

2.1 Background and purpose

Example questionaire from RRBNF community consultation, early 2018

RRBNF community consultation

Introduction
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2 Introduction

2.2 Methodology

Our methodology has involved working closely with 
the RRBNF Steering Committee, and in particular with 
treasurer Mike Mitchell as a key point of contact, to 
understand the challenges and opportunities observed 
in the area in relation to green spaces and connectivity in 
Roman Road Bow (RRB). 

We met with members of the Steering Committee and 
RRT multiple times in researching this project as well 
as conducting email consultations. We are thankful for 
the help and support of these groups in our work to 
produce this plan. In particular, we wish to thank Mike 
Mitchell for the information he has provided and for his 
encouragement. 

The justification for our choice to focus on green spaces 
and connectivity in RRB developed from discussion with 
the Steering Committee and from comments generated 
through the engagement exercises they have undertaken 
since 2016.  This forms the evidence base for the 
interventions we propose in Chapter 6. 

Engagement Report:

http://romanroadbowneighbourhoodplan.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2019/03/Final-NP-report-2.compressed-ilovepdf-compressed.pdf

 A comment on diversity and Forum membership

“We have sought to reach as many people in Bow as 
possible with the resources at our disposal, including 
those groups that are harder to reach. We recognise there 
is more to do to increase the number and diversity of the 

Forum membership”

RRBNF application to Tower Hamlets, April 2017

RRB key stakeholder meeting at Chisenhale gallery. 
Photo: Hiu Yam, UCL

Mike Mitchell in action, centre

Introduction
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3  The Area
3.1 Site Analysis

3.1.1 Role of the area in wider London context

RRBNP area in wider London context
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Roman Road Bow occupies approximately 1.7 square 
kilometres of the north-eastern quadrant of Tower 
Hamlets, in East London. Just to the east of the boundary is 
the  Olympic Park and Olympic Stadium at Stratford as well 
as Stratford Westfield, one of the largest shopping centres 
in  Europe. These are separated from Roman Road Bow by 
the A12 highway which creates a severance between
Tower Hamlets and Newham.

Canary Wharf, another major employment hub, lies 2.5 
miles south of the boundary and is accessible by DLR from 
Bow Church. At the northern boundary of the plan area 
lies the Regents Canal and Victoria Park, arguably East 
London’s best green space, as well as the affluent Victoria 
Park Village in South Hackney which has a good offering of 
pubs, restaurants and local shops.

Hackney Central and Dalston lie within 3 miles to the 
north-west with the highly fashionable and recently 
redeveloped areas of London Fields and Broadway Market 
also within a half hour walk of the plan area. To the west, 
Bethnal Green, Shoreditch, Old Street, the City of London, 
and Angel Islington all lie within four miles of RRB.

RRBNF Steering Committee raised the point that much of 
the development that has recently occurred in areas such 
as Hackney Wick, London Fields, Dalston and Shoreditch 
has to a significant extent ‘passed by Roman Road Bow’. 
Therefore, at present, some members feel that Roman 
Road Bow has missed out on many of the benefits of such 
development. However, the debate around the advantages 
and disadvantages of ‘gentrification’ is contentious and
there are divided opinions among local communities 
regarding the nature of future development in RRB.
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3.1.2 Land use history

Roman Road Bow 1960s Roman Road Bow 1990s Roman Road Bow 2019

The hamlet of Bow dates back almost a thousand years. 
Founded in 1110 by Queen Matilda, the wife of Henry I, 
its name is believed to have come from its arched bridge. 
Jumping forward to the mid-19th century, Bow was a centre 
of industrial activity with a number of significant factories in 
the area producing rubber, soap and matches. In the early 
20th century, Bow was an important location for the women’s 
suffrage movement and reflections of this history can be seen 
in the urban fabric today, with a mural of Sylvia Pankhurst 
recently painted on the side of the Lord Morpeth pub.

Mile End Park, at the RRB western boundary, was developed 
in the later 1990s. It is one of Tower Hamlets’ largest green 
spaces and is designated as part of the borough’s ‘Green 
Lung’. In recent decades the built structure of RRB has 
remained reasonably constant, certainly when contrasted 
with the redevelopment of the former Stratford Marshes, the 
Olympic Park site to the east of the boundary.

Within RRB there are varied architectural styles with Victorian 
terraced housing sitting alongside post-war housing estates, 
historic warehouses and modern developments. 

Generally, the majority of the terraced housing is situated 
in the west of Bow while most of the housing estates are 
located in the East. Within RRB residential development has 
been concentrated along the Old Ford Road near the Hertford 
Union Canal, bordering Victoria Park.

RRB,1960s RRB, 1990s RRB, 2019

3   The Area
3.1 Site Analysis

Mural to the suffragettes, Lord Morpeth pub

Bow’s mixed urban fabric
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3.1.2 Land use history

In 2015, the Roman Road Trust mapped residential
housing developments in and around Bow. 

They state, ‘Like it or not, the property developers have 
arrived and the area is changing fast.’  They point to the 
developments built between 2010-2015, as constitutive
of a ‘Bow Boom’. 

(Source: https://romanroadlondon.com/residential-
housing-developments-bow/)

3  The Area
3.1 Site Analysis

Donnybrook

Heart of Bow

Leamore Court

Housing developments 
2010-2015

800m or 10mins walka-
bility radius from Roman 
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Strategic pedestrian and cycling link
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Gunmakers 
Wharf LIVE 3

Neighbourhood boundary

There is certainly demand for more development in Bow; 
however, development may be comparatively restricted 
due to a limited number of suitable sites in the area when 
compared with surrounding neighbourhoods. 

For example, there is also major high density residential 
development taking place to the east and south of the 
boundary area around Fish Island, Bromley By Bow and 
Devons Road / Poplar Riverside which is part of Tower 
Hamlets’ Lower Lea Valley Opportunity Area.
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3   The Area
3.1 Site Analysis

3.1.3 Land Use

Current land use

This land use map shows that the area is predominantly 
residential. Roman Road forms the major spine of the 
neighbourhood and is the local commercial centre. 

The map also highlights the significant amount of green 
and blue spaces in the area.

Residential
Schools
Commercial
Health facilities
Churches
Other religious centre
Council / court / police
Mixed use
Open spaces (parks / gardens)
Army reserve
Housing association
Arts spaces
Sports facilities
Water
Roman Road car park
Neighbourhood boundary
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Aerial photograph of Mile End Park, looking West

The map shows the hierarchy of green and blue spaces within and surrounding the neighbourhood. 

3  The Area
3.1 Site Analysis

3.1.4 Existing green spaces

Victoria Park

Olympic Park

Private residential green spaces
Public accessible green spaces
Green spaces in social housing areas
London Legacy Development
Water bodies
Neighbourhood boundary

Boats on the Hertford Union Canal by Victoria Park 
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3.1.5 Existing connectivity

3  The Area
3.1 Site Analysis

Map of existing connectivity network

Connectivity describes how well different places are 
connected to each other within a neighbourhood through 
various means of transport, including public transport, 
walking and cycling.  

The accessibility to public transport is unevenly distributed 
across RRB, with an average PTAL (Public Transport 
Accessibility Level) rating of 3 (on a scale of 0-6b) for the 
area. Tube and DLR stations, including Mile End, Bow Road 
and Bow Church, are predominantly located to the south 
of the forum’s boundary. The northern neighbourhood 
area is served by bus.

Cycle Superhighway 2 (CS2) on Bow Road / A11 offers the 
west-east network between Tower Hamlets and central 
London.

Two cycle routes along Grove Road and Parnell Road 
provide for north-south links from CS2 towards the rest 
of the neighbourhood plan area. According to Tower 
Hamlets Cycling Strategy 2016, the borough’s first 
quietway is planned along the residential street network 
facilitating the west-east connection with Bethnal Green. 
Santander Cycle docking stations are distributed across the 
neighbourhood.

Tower Hamlets council also have a ‘Green Grid Strategy’ 
which aims to deliver appealing walking routes across 
the borough. They wish to encourage active travel and 
enhance connections between green spaces.

However, the neighbourhood plan area is bound by 
physical barriers and car-dominated thoroughfares 
including Bow Road, railway tracks and the A12, which 
cause severance for the movement of pedestrians and 
cyclists within and to the surrounding area.

Local Cycle Route

Cycle Superhighway

Cycle Quietway

Green Grid

Physical barrier

Canal and Riverside Cycle 
Path

Tube station

Cycle Hire Station

Key Green Spaces

Bus Route

Memorial Stone

Tow Path

To
w
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3 The Area
3.1 Site Analysis

3.1.7 Planning context and strategic planning directions

Plan / Policy Implications for Neighbourhood Forum area

London Plan Roman Road is classified as a District Centre of Tower Hamlets. District Centres are considered to be 
areas of local importance that host a range of businesses.

Tower Hamlets  
Local Plan 2031

Policies S.OWS1, OS3 and D.TC2 regarding open space and  town centres reference Bow:
Roman Road is considered as a District Centre, which will be promoted as a hub of commercial 
activity, containing shops, services and employment. Convenience retail floor space will be 
encouraged in Roman Road. New development in a District Centre will be expected to contribute a 
minimum of 60% of ground floor units as A1 (retail) use.

Plan aims to improve the ecological and historic character of the waterways and parks, including 
Mile End Park and Victoria Park. New developments will be expected to contribute to  an improved 
network of green grid links in line with the Green Grid Strategy to enhance access to key destination 
points.

Plan aims to protect and enhance the strategic green corridor between Mile End Park and 
Victoria Park by improving footways, greening facades and improving walking and cycling links.  
New developments are expected to improve quality of existing open space and to maximise 
opportunities to create new open space.

Plan aims to overcome the physical barriers of the road, rail and waterway network to increase 
connectivity within the area, improve permeability between transport nodes and town centres to 
strengthen interconnected places.

Core Strategy 
Development 
Plan Document 
2025

The plan sets out the following priorities regarding Bow:

To improve existing connections via Old Ford Road, Tredegar Road and St. Stephen’s Road across the 
A12 to Fish Island, the Olympic Park and Bromley-by-Bow

To improve connections between Mile End Road and Victoria Park and to promote walking and 
cycling through Bow.

To regenerate Roman Road East town centre by supporting a mix of uses in the form of shops, cafés 
and restaurants including an anchor supermarket. 

To deliver small neighbourhood green spaces to address deficiency in open space and provide 
opportunities for biodiversity enhancements.

The A
rea



ROMAN ROAD BOW NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON - BARTLETT SCHOOL OF PLANNING  I  2019

The A
rea

Plan / Policy Implications for Neighbourhood Forum area

Parks and Open 
Spaces - An 
open space 
strategy for 
the London 
Borough of 
Tower Hamlets 
2017-2027

The strategy outlined the projected deficiency of open space in 2036 for the two parts of RRB, 
namely Bow West and Bow East.

Bow West will experience moderate level of deficiency in 2031 with very strong lines of severance. 
The strategic response by the council will be to provide new pocket parks through the Green Grid 
Strategy and improve connectivity to the existing sites.

Bow East has no projected deficiency in 2031; however, it will continue to suffer strong lines of 
severance. One of the strategic responses will be improving connectivity to existing sites though 
additional bridges into Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park.

Tower Hamlets 
Cycling Strategy 
2016

The strategy establishes the following targets:
 
To double the volume of cyclists in the borough by 2025.

To increase the proportion of residents cycling to work to 25 per cent by 2025.

To reduce the risk of cycle accidents by 60 per cent by 2025.

To increase number of children cycling to school by 25 per cent by 2025.
 
The On-Road Cycle Network on Grove Road and Parnell Road will be upgraded.

A Quietway is proposed, which goes from Victoria Park to Mile End Park, through Armagh Road, 
Wrights Road, Saxon Road and Arbery Road.

Transport 
for London - 
Strategic Cycling 
Analysis (2017)

The document names the 25 corridors in London with the greatest potential for cycling which will 
inform future investment in cycling network.

The eastern area of Roman Road is identified to have the highest cycle demand and growth.

There is top potential connection on Grove Road, and a medium-potential connection leading to 
Bethnal Green, which shares a similar route with the proposed quietway in Bow.

3 The Area
3.1 Site Analysis

3.1.7 Planning context and strategic planning directions
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Plan / Policy Implications for Neighbourhood Forum area

Tower Hamlets 
Green Grid Strategy

The Strategy lists the following objectives:

Address open space deficiency in the borough by increasing access and quality of existing open 
spaces, enhancing links between those spaces, and providing residents of areas deficient in 
open space to alternative quiet, pedestrian-friendly environments.

Provide safer routes, away from major roads. Enhancing accessibility and encouraging active 
street frontages will also help create natural surveillance discouraging against activities such as 
anti-social behaviour to make spaces feel safe

Ensure uncluttered, appealing streets with consistent, Green Grid branded signposting.

Create safe streets and routes with good natural surveillance and adequate street lighting.

Installation of street trees, planting and other vegetation where appropriate, to provide access 
to nature, ameliorate poor air quality and deliver climate adaptation.

A ‘Strategic Project for Roman Road’ is proposed which consists of the following:

“Unused space on wider pavements could be used to create additional seating and associated 
landscaping including planters, street trees and pocket parks, as well as better signposting. The area 
has a rich history which could be better celebrated through public realm interventions including 
art and community events. Delivery of this project would help to enhance the walking route from 
Chisenhale and Old Ford Primary Schools, Bow Idea Store to the current green grid.”

Fish Island Area 
Action Plan 2012

The Fish Area Action Plan targets an area that lies east of Bow and Roman Road. It aims to 
regenerate the area, and provide 2400 new homes by 2025. Development pressure will thus be 
high here and this is likely to impact services in RRB. 

The plan proposes the following policy:
“Priority actions to improve access across the A12”. 
This will be implemented by upgrading the existing pedestrian and cycle bridge over the A12 
linking Old Ford Road to Crown Close, as well as upgrading the existing pedestrian and cycling 
bridge over the A12. 

This will connect Bow to Fish Island, and will also improve Bow’s connectivity to Stratford. This 
will potentially have benefits for the local economy, as more people will be able to access the 
area.

The A
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3.1.8 Demographics

Reception: 11.8%  
Year 7: 25%

Age

In general, RRB has a young population with a significant 
proportion in the age group 20-44.
It is also worth noting that the proportion of the residents 
in Bow aged 65+ (7.6%) is higher than the borough 
average (6.1%).

The average number of residents in RRB whose day to day 
activities are limited by their health is high and is above 
average in Tower Hamlets.

Childhood Obesity

80.3

73.6

This demographic analysis demonstrates that there is a need for future interventions that aim at motivating people to lead 
healthier lifestyles both physically and mentally. This can be done through the enhancement of existing green spaces and 
improvements in the connectivity network to encourage envrionmentally friendly and healthy practices, such as walking 
and cycling.

Health

Average life expectancy

 Wards in RRB have a high level of childhood obesity.

RRB has a lower average life expectancy than the borough 
average.  Females live to 80 years old and males 73 years 
old, which are both lower than the borough average of 
80.7 and 75.2 respectively.

3   The Area
3.1 Site Analysis

The A
rea



ROMAN ROAD BOW NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON - BARTLETT SCHOOL OF PLANNING  I  2019

3   The Area
3.2 Existing community interest groups and their aspirations for the area

3.2.1 List of local groups with their specific areas of concern

No. Community Organisations Aspirations
1 Age UK East London A charity focused on delivering services and facilities for elderly 

people in the neighbourhood.

2 Better Streets for Tower 
Hamlets

A campaign from Tower Hamlets that aims to make the borough 
pleasanter, healthier and less dominated by motor traffic.

3 Bow Arts To support community renewal across London by delivering arts 
and creative services through a social enterprise model.

4 Bow Haven Local, community based mental health charity.
5 Bow Muslim Community 

Centre
A community centre and mosque that is established for the 
Muslim population in the area.

6 Bow Quarter Tenants and 
Residents Association

A residents association that is set up for the residents of the Bow 
Quarter Estate, which comprises 735 homes. The goal is to defend 
the residents’ interests.

7 British Waterways Canal and 
River Trust

A charity that seeks to look after and bring life to 2000 miles of 
waterways in England

8 Chisenhale Gallery A modern art gallery that is located in a former brewery building. 
It hosts a dance space and studios for the community and it seeks 
to protect this space and participate in local community life.

9 Circle Housing Association Housing association with assets in the neighbourhood.
10 East End Trades Guild An alliance of 250 independent businesses operating in East 

London. They aim to get recognition for small traders, asserting 
their central im-portance to the economy and advocating their 
interests.

11 Fairfield Conservation Area 
Residents Association

A residents association for conservation area located between 
Tredegar Road, Wick Lane and the railway line on the eastern 
boundary of the neighbourhood forum´s area. Aims to look after 
residents’ interests and oversee development which might affect 
it.

12 Friends of Mile End Park An independent and inclusive group that will play a role in 
ensuring that the Park is developed, cared for and used in ways 
that actively involve and benefit the local community.

13 Friends of Meath Gardens A community organisation that aims to save, maintain and 
improve green spaces.

The A
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14 Growing Concerns A local gardening business that seeks to improve the green 
environment of the neighbourhood.

15 Mile End Old Town Residents 
Association

The Mile End Old Town is defined as the area bounded by the Mile 
End Road, Coburn Street, the railway and the canal. Their goal is 
to defend the residents’ rights in the area and monitor all future 
development and its implications on residents.

16 Roman Road Bow 
Neighbourhood Forum 
(RRBNF) 

The purpose of the Forum is to promote and improve the social, 
economic and environmental well-being of its 
residents and businesses.

17 Roman Road Community 
Land Trust

A community organisation that seeks to protect the diverse 
community that makes Roman Road unique by providing affordable 
housing and alternative solutions for residents that are being forced 
out of the area due to increased property prices.

18 Roman Road Trust A community and economic development company that was  
established to improve Roman Road, with a vision for a thriving local 
economy and environment. It has acted as a leader in the process of 
establishing a neighbourhood forum.

19 Thinking City An online platform that brings together discussions of how we 
experience cities and fosters more inclusive urbanism.

20 Tower Hamlets Wheelers A local cycling campaign group in the East End of London that aims 
to encourage cycling, improve conditions for cyclists, and raises the 
profile of cycling in the East End.

The group expresses concerns about the rat running issues in Bow, 
especially the overflow of through traffic from the junctions at the 
A12. It advocates for more ambitious cycle interventions and traffic 
management on Grove Road and Roman Road, which are going 
to be transformed under existing programmes such as the Livable 
Neighbourhoods Programme and TfL’s construction of new cycle 
routes.

3   The Area

3.2.1 List of local groups with their specific areas of concern

The A
rea

3.2 Existing community interest groups and their aspirations for the area
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3   The Area
3.3 Concerns of the Forum

3.3.1 Comments from community consultation

“Playground is uninspiring. How 
about improving the playground 
for the very little ones? Not much 

for toddlers to play here.”

“There is inadequate visitor cycle 
parking along Roman Road. 
Adding additional sheffield 

stands would encourage 
sustainable transport.”

“Width of pavement adjacent 
to bus stop on eastern side of 
Grove Road is far too narrow, 

when there are many passengers 
waiting.”

“Hostile and unsafe for 
pedestrians and cyclists with no 

pedestrian crossing.”

“Poor streetscape and need
 more trees on Roman Road..“

“I love the pretty oversized iris 
on pedestrianised Eden Way. 

There are other flowers dotted 
around Bow but this is a 
favourite. More please!”

“Protecting current and more
green spaces. Planting trees and

fruit trees can be helpful.”

“Mile End Park - neglected,
unwelcoming.”

“Significant barrier for 
pedestrian and cyclist movement 

to the: green space of the Olympic 
Park and all of its health and 

leisure facilities.”

These comments were gathered from a consultation with local communities conducted by the Forum in 2018. 

The A
rea
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3.3.2 Challenges and opportunities from the Forum

3.3 Concerns of the Forum

By attending meetings of both the Forum Steering 
Committee and the Roman Road Trust and responding to 
their interests we have focussed on the theme of green 
spaces and connectivity.

Mike Mitchell has produced a summary of what the Forum 
have learnt from their community engagement. Relating 
to our theme, the key points are as follows:

Challenges
“Traffic congestion during the day and speeding at night 
was a frequent complaint, especially along Old Ford Rd, 
Roman Rd, Tredegar Rd, Fairfield Rd and other roads 
linking the area with the A12 and A11.”

“Improving public spaces, both small and large to make 
them more welcoming and safe is seen as important.”

Opportunities
“People were very positive about protecting and 
improving precious green spaces such as Mile End Park, 
smaller parks such as Wennington Green and  pocket parks 
and adventure playgrounds.”

“Improved children’s play facilities and youth work 
provision to provide positive learning experiences and 
tackle anti-social behaviour are needed.”

Conclusion
“A desire to protect and enhance the built environment, 
improve green spaces and under-used public spaces and 
strengthen community-led initiatives... are part of this 
consensus. These are themes that we can build upon as we 
develop policies and projects for our neighbourhood plan.”

Mike Mitchell, RRB Steering Committee, 30.03.18

Traffic congestion on Roman Rd

Ecology Pavillion in Mile End Park

3   The Area

Critical Reflection on the Neighbourhood Forum’s 
aspirations:
  
In our view, the Forum is aware of the limitations of 
neighbourhood planning in terms of resolving the broader 
societal issues in the area. Based on our analysis we believe 
their aspirations for their Neighbourhood Plan are realistic 
and potentially achieveable.  

Whilst the Neighbourhood Forum Steering Committee 
is committed to engaging the full range of community 
organisations in the area, they acknowledge that more 
effort is needed to enthuse community groups whose 
perspectives currently remian unvoiced.

The A
rea
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4  Vision
4.1 Vision statement and objectives

Vision statement

Roman Road Bow Neighbourhood Forum have the following vision for their area:

“Our neighbourhood today has all the components that create a successful place - a diverse 
population in both age and ethnicity, good transport connections on its boundaries, it is surrounded 
by excellent parks - The Olympic Park and Victoria Park, and the Hertford Union canal.
In the future we will have improved pedestrian and cycle connections and supporting infrastructure. 
[...]  Liveable Neighbourhoods funding will deliver a network of attractive routes - well planted and 
safe to use. Instead of driving, people choose to walk and cycle, reducing local traffic volumes and 
associated air pollution. This is a neighbourhood that has a tradition of self-reliance and has drawn 

on local activism to safeguard its future.” 

Based on the information provided and our analysis of the area we have refined this statement structured around the theme 
of green spaces and connectivity, which we believe is achievable through the neighbourhood planning process.

“To create a healthy and liveable neighbourhood by enhancing green spaces and connectivity for 
pedestrians and cyclists both within Roman Road Bow and in relation to surrounding areas.”

Representation of Roman Road transforamtion through Tfl Liveable Neighbourhoods fund. Source: RRT

Vision 
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4  Vision
4.1 Vision statement and objectives

Objectives

Core Objectives

1) To enhance green spaces
2) To improve connectivity for pedestrians and cyclists

1) Sub-objectives: Green spaces

• To protect, enhance and create green spaces through site site-specific interventions to 
improve the health and well-being of residents and the environment.

• To revitalise green spaces which are currently underused.
• To increase the number of green spaces in the neighbourhood by adding green 

infrastructure where desirable and feasible.
• To protect the existing green spaces from damage or loss through development and to 

grasp development opportunities and funding to enhance the quality of green spaces.

2) Sub-objectives: Connectivity improvement

• To work with local authorities, Transport for London and other key stakeholders to 
enhance the design of the street network and public realm in Bow.

• To try to alleviate severance caused by physical barriers such as the A12 highway to 
enhance accessibility to key locations such as the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park.

• To improve pedestrian experience through better pavements and enhanced wayfinding.
• To improve Bow for cyclists by providing better routes and supporting infrastructure.

To achieve our vision for Roman Road Bow we have determined the following objectices and sub-objectives
which will guide our proposals for intervention. 

Vision 
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Policies for Roman Road Bow
5.1      Green spaces
5.1.1   Policy GS1: Protect existing green spaces
5.1.2   Policy GS2: Support Bow’s Green Grid
5.1.3   Policy GS3: Creatively utilise underused green spaces

5.2      Connectivity
5.2.1   Policy CO1: Enhance walkability
5.2.2   Policy CO2: Encourage cycling
5.2.3   Policy CO3: Improve connectivity within the neighbourhood

   

5

Policies for Rom
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5.1 Green space

5.1.1 Policy GS1: Protect existing green spaces

5.1.2 Policy GS2: Support Bow’s Green Grid 5.1.3 Policy GS3: Creatively utilise underused green spaces

 ‘Parks and Open Spaces: An Open Space Strategy for the 
London Borough of Tower Hamlets (2017 - 2027)’ states 
that the western part of the RRB NP - the Bow West ward 
- has a projected moderate level of open space deficiency 
in 2031. Green spaces are crucial for the aesthetic, 
environmental, health and social benefits they provide to 
the neighbourhood.

Therefore, in addition to providing new green spaces for 
the growing demand, it is important to the community 
that the existing green spaces be protected and prevented 
from loss or damage through new development.

1. Following the model of Highgate neighbourhood 
plan, for example, we propose formal designation of 
public green spaces as Local Green Spaces so that 
these green assets will be protected from the impact of 
development. 

2. Development adjacent to Bow’s major open spaces 
should ensure that: 
 
 I. It does not harm protected views identified on  
 the Boroughs’ policies maps; 
 
 II. It is not detrimental to the integrity, appearance  
 or setting of the open space in terms of height,  
 scale, massing, use of materials or function.

The aspiration will be achieved through the following policy 
recommendations:

Tower Hamlets ‘Green Grid Strategy: Update 2017’ 
highlights street networks with recommended actions 
including tree planting and widening pavements so that 
routes are made more attractive to encourage connectivity 
and active travel between key green sites.

Therefore, development should support the principles of 
‘Bow’s Green Grid’.

There is an existing supply of potential, underused green 
spaces in Bow, including those in areas of social housing 
and parks. Imaginative utilisation of such spaces not only 
improves the health and wellbeing of the community, but 
also brings social, economic and environmental benefits. 
These spaces could be used for play and recreation, 
exercise and horticulture, with management options open 
for local community groups or residents’ associations 
nearby.

New housing developments should also allow the green 
spaces on their site to be accessible by the public.

5 Policies for Roman Road Bow

Policies for Rom
an Road Bow
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5.2.2 Policy CO2: Encourage cycling 5.2.3 Policy CO3: Improve connection within neighbourhood

5.2 Connectivity

5.2.1 Policy CO1: Enhance walkabillity

New development should promote walking and public 
transport use in Bow. Major commercial, service-based 
and large residential development should make suitable 
provision for pedestrians and access to public transport.

Where justified by a site’s location and the character of 
the proposed development, and where the delivery of 
an otherwise sustainable development would not be 
threatened, smaller developments may also be expected 
to make provision for better pedestrian or public transport 
access.

1. Convenient, safe and well-signed footways designed to    
appropriate widths. 

2. Other features associated with pedestrian access to 
the development, where needed, for example seating for 
pedestrians, signage.

3. Safe road crossings where needed. 

4. Bus stops, shelters, passenger seating and waiting areas, 
signage and timetable information.

Provision may include:

Development shall promote and encourage cycling.
This shall be achieved, where appropriate, by:

1. Contributions to the improvement of existing bicycle 
lanes and paths. 

2. Contributions to the provision of safe and well 
designated cycle routes, including Grove Road, 
Tredegar Road, Old Ford Road, Parnell Road and 
Roman Road. 

3. Contributions to the provision of new bicycle lanes 
and paths within the development site. 

4. Contributions to the provision of new bicycle stands 
across Roman Road Bow.  

5. The provision of appropriate bicycle storage in 
residential and commercial development.

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) receipts from each 
development will be dedicated to enhancing the legibility 
and permeability so that pedestrians and cyclists travel 
around the neighbourhood faster and more easily.

Particular attention should be paid to the need to reduce 
road traffic and preferences should be given to first 
pedestrians, then cyclists, and lastly motorists. This can 
be achieved through the provision of traffic-calming 
measures and cycling lanes improvement interventions 
within and surrounding the development.

5 Policies for Roman Road Bow

Policies for Rom
an Road Bow
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Implementation

6.1      Spatial plan

6.2      Sites of intervention       
6.2.1   Revitalisation of green spaces in areas of social housing
6.2.2   Revitalisation of Wennington Green
6.2.3   Implementing School Streets in the neighbourhood       
6.2.4   Retrofit of Grove Road
6.2.5   Improving the junction to the A12 at Tredegar Road and     
            connection to the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park       
6.2.6   Enhance the cycle grid in Bow

6.3      Governance model
6.3.1   Delivery plan
6.3.2   Priorities for Community Infrastructure Levy spending

6
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6.1 Spatial Plan

Spatial plan for Roman Road Bow
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Revitalisation of green spaces in areas of social housing

Revitalisation of Wennington Green

Implementing School Streets in the neighbourhood

Retrofit of Grove Road

Improving the junction to the A12

Enhance the cycle grid in Bow
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4
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6

1

Neighbourhood boundary
Legend

Water bodies
Public accessible open space
Open spaces in social housing
Potential open space for neighbourhood usage
Buildings

New green link network (prioritising pedestrian 
and cycle movent)

Bridges

 Area of Interventions

6  Implementation

Our spatial plan for Roman Road Bow illustrates our holistic approach to enhancing 
green spaces and connectivity through a series of site-specific interventions.

Im
plem

entation
Im

plem
entation

2

4



ROMAN ROAD BOW NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON - BARTLETT SCHOOL OF PLANNING  I  2019

3

3

6

6

6

5

5

1

1

Im
plem

entation
Im

plem
entation



ROMAN ROAD BOW NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON - BARTLETT SCHOOL OF PLANNING  I  2019

Im
plem

entation

6.2 Sites of intervention

6.2.1 Revitalisation of green spaces in areas of social housing 

• A review conducted by ‘Tower Hamlets Housing 
Scrutiny Sub Committee’ and  ‘Tower Hamlets Homes 
Residents Panel’ demonstrated that the open spaces 
in areas of social housing across Tower Hamlets are 
currently underused. Within RRB, both Malmesbury 
estate and the areas of social housing to the east of 
St Stephen’s Road currently have small green spaces 
that are underused. Furthermore, the aforementioned 
consultations held by the forum highlighted the 
need for additional play spaces across both these 
areas. Therefore, there is a need to encourage social 
landlords to better utilise these green spaces through 
small scale interventions.

• Community allotments and orchards offer a suitable 
method to revitalise these underused green spaces. 
This initiative will encourage social interaction 
whilst also achieving health and wellbeing benefits. 

Concurrently, it will increase the provision of trees 
and enhance biodiversity. These spaces should be 
managed by local residents to promote a sense 
of responsibility for the area. Additionally, the 
accompaniment of educational activities will increase 
knowledge of planting and sustainability. 

• Smaller play areas for younger children offer another 
method to revitalise the existing green spaces. 
Additionally, the football court on Sutherland Road 
is limited and currently requires improvements. This 
should be replaced with a multi-use court to facilitate 
a variety of sports for both children and adults. 
These initiatives will provide additional play space 
for children of different age groups; encouraging 
social interaction and achieving health and wellbeing 
benefits.

• Overall, these interventions will both extend 
functionality and improve the appearance of green 
spaces throughout these residential areas. 

Sites for intervention to the east of St Stephen’s RoadSites for intervention on the Malmesbury estate

6  Implementation
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Today Tomorrow

Image of community orchard and allotment on Kings Crescent estate

Image of multi-use play area on Rhodes estate

Image of community orchard and allotment on Kings Crescent estate

Image of children’s play area on South Kilburn estate

Images of existing green spaces 
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6 Implementation

6.2.2 Revitalisation of Wennington Green

Location of Wennington Green

About:

• Mile End Park is identified by the neighbourhood forum as a key green asset which is underused. 

• Wennington Green is the section of the park which is closest to Victoria Park and is located north of Roman Road. 
Currently it hosts a small playground and an outdoor gym, but no other amenities or paths to make it an attractive place 
for residents or visitors. 

• The site lacks permeablility and maintenance but has potential to attract visitors due to its location on the high street 
and its proximity to Victoria park. This is why a planting intervention is proposed on the site,  inspired by the example of 
Potters Field Park in South London.

Victoria Park

Mile End Park

6.2 Sites of intervention
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Implementation

• Potters Field Park makes the case for possible 
intervention in Wennington Green. Redesigned and 
transformed through landscaping, it now supports 
over 50 species of plants in its planting beds.  The park 
has a naturalistic garden design with perennial beds, 
which means that planting is left up over autumn and 
winter, encouraging wildlife. This garden has become 
a key attraction for park users. It is an example of how 
investing and enhancing green assets can breathe new 
life into a neighbourhood. 

• The proposed landscaping intervention in Wennington 
Green includes the provision of planting beds and new 
paths for added permeability. This would allow the 
continuity of pedestrian movement from Victoria Park, 
through the park to Roman Road. With the intervention 
in place, the site will become a key node connecting 
Roman Road, Mile End Park and Victoria Park.

Today

Tomorrow
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6   Implementation

6.2.3 Implementing school streets in the neighbourhood

Map showing the proposed School Streets (A, B, and C) in the neighbourhood

• According to the Green Grid Strategy developed by 
Tower Hamlets, Medway Road and Lanfranc Road are 
meant to be incorporated into the existing Green Grid, 
and are categorized as ‘School Streets’. ‘School Streets’ 
contain one or more schools and are targeted for 
interventions that prioritise pedestrian and cyclists, in 
order to improve safety.

• Currently, these roads are dominated by cars and have 
a two way vehicular movement, which results in traffic 
congestion around schools. Additionally, these roads 
have narrow pedestrian walkways which results in an 
unfriendly and unsafe environment for children.

Taking this into consideration two intervention areas are 
proposed:

1. School Streets (Medway & Lanfranc Road)
2. Car park on Roman Road linked to School Streets

1. School Streets
Existing narrow walkways will be widened to make it easier 
for children to walk to school.

Tree pits will allow for tree plantation, which will create an 
environmentally pleasant neighbourhood.

A designated cycle lane will be implemented, and the 
vehicular movement will be changed to one way. This will 
reduce congestion and improve safety.

6.2 Sites of intervention

A

B

C
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School street (School Street B) intervention in the neighbourhood

Today: Roman Road, Medway Road and Lanfranc Road are dominated 
by cars and have narrow pavements

Tomorrow: Roads as the part of the school street,  with wider pedestrian 
walkways and tree corridors, and a designated cycle ways
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2. Car Park on Roman Road linked to School Streets
The car park occupies a central location in the 
neighbourhood, only offers 27 car parking bays and 
charges £3.75 per hour.

The Forum mentions the car park as a key site:

• ‘Roman Road Trust and the Forum have identified the 
car park as a key space at the heart of the high street 
that we believe could be better used to support the 
high street and local community.’ This intervention will 
transform the car parking area into green space and a 
plaza with play areas.

• The space will be designed for flexibility which 
encourages community activity and participation. 
Year round activity that changes with the seasons will 
be promoted, such as bonfires in winter and outdoor 
exhibits in the summer. This will make for a vibrant and 
attractive place. 

Tomorrow: New open space at the corner- function varies with seasons

Children’s play area Source: Superkilen Park, Copenhagen

Today: Car parking area  caters 24 cars, and occupies a major corner site
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BONFIRE

CHRISTMAS MARKET

ICE SCULPTURE FESTIVAL

CAMPFIRES PAINT THE SQUARE

OUTDOOR EXHIBITS
CHILDREN PLAY AREA

FAIRS WINTER
SPRING

6   Implementation

6.2.3 Implementing school streets in the neighbourhood

6.2 Sites of intervention
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PAINT THE SQUARE

OUTDOOR EXHIBITS

PICNICS

FOOD FESTIVAL

OUTDOOR MOVIE SCREEING

INSTALLATION

BEER FESTIVAL
MAKER’S FAIR

MARKETS
OUTDOOR CONCERTSPOILA BOISAKH

FAIRS 

SPRING
SUMMER

AUTUMN

Poila boisakh celebration Children’s fair / maker’s fair

CHILDREN ‘S FAIR

CHILDREN PLAY AREA

CHILDREN PLAY AREA

CHILDREN PLAY AREA
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6.2.4 Retrofit of Grove Road

• It is widely acknowledged that the presence of a well 
designed and permeable network between homes, 
work, shops, services, and public transport hubs is key 
in providing a safe environment for people to live in. 

• Yet, on Grove Road, the issues of speeding and the 
obscure severance of the cycling lanes not only bring 
obstructions to pedestrian and cycling movement, but 
also affect pedestrians and cyclists from enjoying safe 
travel journeys. 

• In response to this, it is recommended that steps 
should be taken to tackle such issues. This includes 
traffic calming measures and interventions of cycle 
lane improvement.

Traffic Calming:
 
• Despite the presence of speed limit markings on Grove 

Road, the Forum still receives frequent complaints 
regarding speeding from the public. As Grove Road is 
situated next to residential areas and within networks 
of schools, it is crucial to implement traffic calming 
measures in order to provide a safe and pedestrian-
friendly environment for the public. The adoption of 
speed cushions shall slow motor vehicle traffic to a 
safe speed. This method can calm traffic by acting as 
visual cues to drivers when they enter the street. As a 
result, the controlled traffic speed improves safety for 
pedestrians.

• Buses or emergency services vehicles will not be 
negatively affected by speed cushions as these 
installations are wide enough to allow large vehicles 
to pass unhindered. Apart from this measure, 
the adoption of virtual speed bumps can also be 
attempted to discourage drivers from speeding. Not 
only can this intervention slower the traffic, but this 
artistic intervention may also offer pedestrians an 
interesting walking experience.

Cycle Lane Improvements:

• Currently, Grove Road is a shared-use road between 
cyclist and drivers without a physical barrier. There 
are cycle lanes marked by solid white lines but this 
measure is not sufficiently effective in providing a safe 
environment for cycling and pedestrian movement. 

• In response to this, the use of physical cycle lane 
separators is recommended.  Armadillo (pre-cast 
dividing features) and Orcas (plastic separators) are 
possible methods in providing a safer cycling and 
walking experience around this neighbourhood. 

Grove Road

Grove Road

6   Implementation

6.2 Sites of intervention
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Cycle lane interventions:

Traffic calming:

Use of Armadillo in Salford, ManchesterUndefined cycle tracks on Grove Road

Cycle tracks on Grove Road Use of Orcas in Enfield, London

Speed cushions in Bristol

Virtual Speed Bumps in Southwark, LondonPresent situation on Grove Road

Present situation on Grove Road

Today

Today

Tomorrow

Tomorrow
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6.2.5 Improving the junction to the A12 at Tredegar Road 
and connections to the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park

• According to the Tower Hamlets Cycling Manifesto 
2018-22  published by ‘Tower Hamlets Wheelers’ 
cycling group, 63% of households in Tower Hamlets 
do not have access to a motor vehicle and only 7% 
of residents drive to work – yet cars dominate and 
the vast majority of road space is given to the least 
efficient users. Tower Hamlets is also cited here as the 
fifth worst local authority area in the UK for particulate 
pollution, which is a major threat to public health.

• Bow needs more segregated cycle paths of a similar  
standard to those on Mile End Road / A11 along which 
CS2 runs.

• Through public consultation the Forum have identified 
poor pedestrian and cycle connections such as the 
Tredegar / A12 juntion as barriers to accessing the 
facilities of the Olympic Park. Pollution and congestion 
were highlighted as key issues in the area.

We propose three interventions to target these issues of 
congestion and connectivity to the Olympic Park.

1. Stop right turns into Bow from A12 along Tredegar Rd.
2. An improved bridge for pedestrians and cyclists at Old 
Ford Rd.
3. Lobby LLDC and landowners for a new link bridge or 
path to Olympic Park, linked also to Fish Island AAP.

These interventions will be linked to a network of cycle 
lane improvement as shown on the map below.  

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 1000 m

a12_10000

Mar 13, 2019 11:41
David Maguire
University College
London

Projection: British National Grid

Scale 1:10000

© Crown copyright and database rights 2019 Ordnance Survey (100025252). FOR EDUCATIONAL USE ONLY.

To Hackney

To Bethnal Green

To Mile End

To Stratford

Old Ford Rd

Roman Rd

N

Area of intervention

Proposed enhancement 

Proposed cycle route
enhancements 

1

2 3

Congestion on Tredegar Rd 
near A12 junction

The A12: a major barrier to the Olympic ParkCycle Superhighway 2 by Bow Road station
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6.2 Sites of intervention
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1. Stop right turns into Bow from A12 along Tredegar Rd.

• Preventing traffic turning right into Bow from the A12 
would clearly have knock on consequences that are 
difficult to fully account for in the scope of this study. 
However, in principle this intervention would cut the 
amount of traffic taking this route into Bow and would 
create space on the bridge crossing enabling cyclist 
and pedestrian prioritisation for easier access to the 
Olympic Park.  At least one cycling lane would be 
marked out over the bridge. 

• Vehicles will still be able to turn left from Tredegar 
Rd onto the A12 and vehicles would still be able to 
turn left coming up the A12 slip road to access the 
industrial sites at the edge of the park, for example. 

• The primary vehiclular gateway to Bow from the A12 
thus becomes the Bow roundabout which links to the 
Mile End Rd / A11.

• To implement this measure significant consultation is 
required between Roman Road Bow Neighbourhood 
Forum, Tower Hamlets council and Highways England.

• In the new proposal cars, cyclists and pedestrians 
should should have their own dedicated space with 
clear segregations on the road.

A12 junction looking towards Olympic Park from Bow Illustrative idea for improved pedestrian space and cycle route to improve 
links to Olympic Park

No Right Turns into Bow  Here 

Close the right turn into Bow
The left turns out of Bow and into Fish Island remain 

Olympic Stadium 
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6.2.5 Improving the junction to the A12 at Tredegar Road 
and connections to the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park

2. An improved bridge for cyclists and pedestrians linking 
Old Ford Rd and Wick Lane, Fish Island.

Indicated No.2 on the map below right, the current bridge crossing the A12 links Old Ford Rd and Wick Lane. It looks 
uninviting and is reported as underused. It provides a connection to the amenities of Hackney Wick and should link to a 
direct route into the Olympic Park (intervention No.3).

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 1000 m

a12_10000

Mar 13, 2019 11:41
David Maguire
University College
London

Projection: British National Grid

Scale 1:10000

© Crown copyright and database rights 2019 Ordnance Survey (100025252). FOR EDUCATIONAL USE ONLY.

To Hackney

To Bethnal Green

To Mile End

To Stratford

Old Ford Rd

Roman Rd

N

Area of intervention

Proposed enhancement 

Proposed cycle route
enhancements 

1

2 3

Current foot and cycle bridge linking Bow to Hackney Wick needs improvement

Current bridge entrance looking towards Hackney Wick New wider bridge with two distinct bike lanes and a footpath. The 
design precedent is the Dafne Schippers bridge in Utrecht, Netherlands.

Proposal for the improved bridge

Current bridge New Bridge, painted with two bikes lanes
and a separate pedestrian footbrige.

Example: Dafne Schippers bridge in Utrecht.

6   Implementation
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3. Lobby LLDC and landowners for a new linking path or 
bridge to the Olympic Park.

• In order to connect intervention sites 1 and 2 directy to 
the Olympic Park, intervention 3 will be neccessary.

• Intervention 3 is a pathway to an existing bridge 
(option 1, right) or alternatively a pathway to a new 
link bridge over the river Lea (option 2, right).

• Technically, this is a reasonably simple intervention. 
However, complexity can be foreseen in 
implementation because the site lies outside the 
neighbourhood plan boundary.

• However, in order to improve access to the Olympic 
Park from Bow, the Forum will need to lobby and work 
closely with Tower Hamlets council, the London Legacy 
Development Corporation who manage the land on 
the Olympic Park, and the relevant landowners in Fish 
Island to realise this objective.

• The Fish Island Area Action Plan 2012 also highlighted 
these issues of poor environmental quality and poor 
connectivity linking into the Olympic Park, as shown 
right. This issue is yet to be tackled and still needs 
addressing. 

Option 1 - new road links from roundabout
to current bridge into Olympic Park 

Option 2 - new bridge link if option 1 is
problematic to achieve 
due to development site 

 Source: https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Documents/Plan-
ning-and-building-control/Strategic-Planning/Local-Plan/Fish_Island_
Area_Action_PLan_2012.pdf - p25Olympic Park and Stadium

A new path could be created through this
development site to link to an existing footbridge 

into the Olympic Park 

Olympic Park and Stadium

A new path could be created through this site.
A simple link bridge over a small tributary of the River Lea 

would also be needed, beyond the black fence,
 to connect into the Olympic Park 

Route option 1 Route option 2
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• Despite the existing cycling network of Cycle 
Superhighway, local cycle routes and the emerging 
quietway, there is still room for improvement in the 
cycling environment in Bow in terms of safety and 
permeability.

• It is common to see rat running across residential 
streets in Bow to the surrounding main roads. The 
community also expresses concerns about congestion 
around Old Ford Road, Parnell Road, Grove Road 
and Tredegar Road. The domination of motor traffic 
on those roads at the expense of cyclists’ safety is 
evidenced by TfL’s respective figures of fatal and 
serious collision between cyclists and vehicles.

• Meanwhile, the continuity for cycling is interrupted by 
the road infrastructure, especially the A12, which limits 
connectivity.

• Taking into account the £3.3 million grant from TfL’s 
Liveable Neighbourhood Programme, the plan area 
will see improvement in the street environment 
for Roman Road Bow. Under the scheme, traffic 
management measures will be in place to prioritise 
cycling use and improve the quality of cycling 
infrastructure within the area.

Interventions:

• Aligning the community’s views with current 
policy context, indicative interventions for traffic 
management and cycle design will be targeted on 
Roman Road, Old Ford Road, Parnell Road and Tredegar 
Road. 

• The new provision and enhancement of existing cycle 
routes will complement other site-specific policies, 
including the improved connections along the A12 
between the Olympic Park and the neighbourhood. 

• According to London Cycle Design Standard, 
interventions vary depending on the street type in 
terms of place and movement functions. Taking into 
consideration the street’s characteristics, different 
measures at various scales ranging from traffic 
management, street design to physical traffic calming 
should be applied to improve the safety and continuity 
of cycling.

• For example, streets with higher movement flow may 
require measures of segregation between cyclists 
and motor traffic. Whereas, in lower-traffic streets, 
demarcation may not be necessaary and other 
interventions such as traffic calming may be more 
appropriate to enhance the environment for cyclists.

• Specific interventions will be elaborated in the following 
pages.

6   Implementation
6.2 Sites of intervention
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x

Parnell Road Roman Road Old Ford Road

Tredegar RoadTredegar Road

Memorial Stone

Tow Path

To
w

 P
at

h

Proposed improvements to new and existing cycle network in Bow

Improvements (on 
Existing Cycle Routes)

New Cycle Design 
Interventions

Quietway

Cycle Superhighway

Existing Local Cycle Routes

Improved Accessibility to 
Olympic Park

Old Ford Road

Roman Road

Grove Road

Parnell Road

Tredegar R
oad

Street Type (London Cycle Design Standard) Bow’s street types
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Royal College Street, Camden, London

Thomas Street, Hampton, Victoria (Australia)

Today: Current situation

Today: Current situation

Old Ford Road

Collisions have been reported between cyclists and 
vehicles. Therefore, light segregation will be implemented 
with the use of planters and Armadillo. The benefits of 
such measures are the low cost and fast implementation. 
It also encourages community involvement in the 
preparation and maintenance of planters.

Roman Road

Under the Liveable Neighbourhood Programme, Roman 
Road is planned to become a one-way street to deter 
rat running through residential areas. As one-way traffic 
leads to higher vehicular speed, additional traffic calming 
features will be implemented and contraflow cycling will 
be allowed. As a result, motor traffic will be reduced and 
active travel will be encouraged simultaneously.

6.2.6 Enhance the cycle grid in Bow

6   Implementation
6.2 Sites of intervention
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Tredegar Road

The Liveable Neighbourhood Programme also plans to 
target Tredegar Road, a primarily residential street, with 
modal filter measures to prevent through traffic. Planters 
can be placed to prevent motor traffic and encourage 
pedestrians and cyclists to permeate into the street. The 
preparation, selection and maintenance of the planters 
would also encourage community engagement and 
reduce operating costs for the local government.

Parnell Road

Collision between cyclists and vehicles is common near the 
junction of Old Ford Road and Parnell Road, which is an 
existing cycle route that needs to enhance cycling safety. 
Signalised crossing is advised to set up at the junction with 
cycle early release so as to minimise the risk of collision.

Norbury Avenue, Croydon, London

Hills Road, CambridgeToday: Current Situation

Today: Current situation
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6.3 Governance model

6.3.1 Delivery Plan

Policies for Roman Road Bow

GS3: Creatively utilise underused 
green spaces

CO1: 

Timescale

Immediate and ongoingGS1: Protect the existing green spaces

GS2: Support Bow’s green grid

Tower Hamlets Council, developers

Tower Hamlets Council, developers

Tower Hamlets Council, housing 
associations, developers, community 
groups (e.g. Growing Concerns)

Tower Hamlets Council, TfL, developers 

Tower Hamlets Council, TfL, cycling 
groups (e.g. Better street for Tower 
Hamlet)

Tower Hamlets Council, planners and 
developers

By Whom

This delivery mechanism provides guidance for Tower Hamlets Council, the community and applicants for development 
with the details of how to implement the plan-wide policies and sites of transformation outlined in the plan. It provides 
instructions on who should accept responsibility for the implementation with projected timescales as follows:

• 1: Immediate – upon approval of the Neighbourhood Plan
• 2: Short – within one year of the approval of the Plan
• 3: Medium – between one and five years of the Plan being approved
• 4: Long – between five years of the Plan being approved and the end period of the Plan
• 5: Ongoing – throughout the lifetime of the Plan

GS3: Creatively utilise underused green 
spaces

CO1: Enhance walkability

CO2: Encourage cycling

CO3: Improve connection within the 
neighbourhood

Ongoing

Immediate and ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Im
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6.3 Governance model

6.3.1 Delivery Plan

Sites of intervention

GS3: Creatively utilise underused 
green spaces

CO1: 

Timescale

Short and ongoingRevitalisation of green spaces in areas 
of social housing 

Retrofit of Grove Road

Community volunteers, public, TfL, 
housing associations

Community volunteers, public, TfL

Tower Hamlet Council, community 
volunteers

Community Volunteers, public

School, Community Volunteers, public

Tower Hamlets Council, TfL, the Lon-
don Legacy Development Corporation, 
Highways England, landowners

By Whom

Revitalisation of Wennington Green in 
Mile End Park

Enhancement of neighbourhood’s 
cycling network

Implementing School Streets in the 
neighbourhood

Improving the junction to the A12 at 
Tredegar Road  and connections to the 
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park 

Medium and ongoing

Medium and ongoing

Medium and ongoing

Short and Ongoing

Long and ongoing

6   Implementation
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6.3.2 Priorities for CIL Spending

Sites of intervention

Revitalisation of green spaces in areas of social housing

Retrofit of Grove Road

Revitalisation of Wennington Green in Mile End Park

Enhancement of neighbourhood’s cycling network

Implementing School Streets in the neighbourhood

Improving the junction to the A12 at Tredegar Road and 
connections to the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park 

1

1

2

2

1

3

Priority Level

Sites of intervention will be financially supported from future Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) payments 
where development takes place in the neighbourhood.

As required under the National Planning Policy Framework, a proportion of funds raised from CIL where 
development takes place will be allocated to community spending. Once a CIL charging regime is in force, this will 
amount to 15% of CIL receipt, as provided by Government Regulation. Where a Neighbourhood Plan is in force, 
this increases to 25%. Initial priorities for such spending, in line with the recommendations of the Plan, are set out 
as below:

Im
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6.3 Governance model
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